1694]          JONATHAN SWIFT               n

you sally out of your road, and take notice of curiosities,
of which I am very glad to have part, and desire you to
set by some idle minutes for a commerce which shall ever
be dear to me, and, from so good an observer as you may
easily be, cannot fail of being useful. I am sorry to see so
much superstition in a country so given to trade; I half
used to think those two to be incompatible. Not that I
utterly dislike your processions for rain or fair weather,
which, as trifling as they are, yet have good effects to quiet
common heads, and infuse a gaping devotion among the
rabble. But your burning the old woman, unless she were
a duenna, I shall never be reconciled to; though it is easily
observed that nations which have most gallantry to the
young, are ever the severest upon the old. I have not
leisure to descant farther upon your pleasing letter, nor
any thing to return you from so barren a scene as this,
which I shall leave in four days toward my journey for
Ireland.

I had designed a letter to my cousin Willoughby,1 and

and, when this letter was written, cannot have been more than
twenty years of age, but before that time he had gone out to Portugal
to join one of his step-brothers, who had become a Portuguese
merchant. He returned from Portugal about the year 1705, and
married a lady, like himself of Cromweliian descent, called Lenthall.
They took up their abode in the county of Meath, about six miles
to the south-west of Swift's living of Laracor, in a seat now known
as Lionsden, and towards its embellishment Swift is said to have
sent from Laracor "a bundle of osiers and half a dozen young cherry
trees." (Deane Swift's "Essay," p. 372.) Deane Swift's will, which
was made on his intending "to take a voyage over sea," is dated
16 May, 1713, and was proved on 17 May, 1714. In it he leaves
bequests for the parish of Castlerickard, in which Lionsden is
situated, on the condition, not improbably inspired by Swift, that
Divine Service was performed in the parish church with due reverence
and decent ceremony as prescribed by the Church of England on
the Lord's Day, morning and evening, on every Holy Day and OB
every "Wednesday and Friday. He mentions in his will his wife, Ms
only child Deane, and his sister Hannah Maria, who lived with them,
and is alluded to in this letter.

1 Willoughby Swift was the step-brother whom Deane Swift had
joined in Portugal, and was at that time Godwin Swift's eldest surviv-
ing son, his mother being Elizabeth Wheeler, who is said to have
been related to the Ormond family. As the bountiful relative he
figures in a well-known story of Swift's college days, and his paternal
kindness and liberality to his father's "numerous progeny," says
Deane Swift ("Essay," p. 52), "can never be sufficiently praised or
acknowledged." His will, which is dated at Lisbon in January,of
